
Rush Medical College Commencement Exer-
cises.OSES. \p=m-\Theforty-first annual Commencement exer-
cises of the Rush Medical College, Chicago, were
held in Central Music Hall on the afternoon of the
19th of February, 1884, and were attended by a

large audience, The regular members of the Faculty
appeared upon the stage attired in long black silk
gowns or robes, headed by Dr. J. Adams Allen,
President of the college,and Bishop Fallows as Chap-
lain. After music and prayer by Bishop Fallows, the
Secretary, Prof. J. H. Etheridge, read the annual
report, from which we learn that the whole number
of matriculants attending the college during the past
year was 418, of whom 166, or about 40 per cent.,
passed the required examinations and received the
degree of Doctor of Medicine.
The Secretary stated that for the first time in the

history of the college,the Faculty required a prelimi-
nary examination at the commencement of the year
just concluded. His analysis of the literary qualifi-
cations of the 166 candidates for graduation gave the
number holding literary degrees 47 ; normal school
and academic graduates, 12; graduates of High
Schools, 28; registered pharmacists, 13; holders of
teacher's certificates, 46 ; leaving 20 without any evi¬
dences of attainments, except such as were obtained
by the personal examination. Although the reporters
represent the Secretary as stating the number holding
literary degrees to be 47, as printed on the pro¬
gramme, only 24 of the names have appended any
titles indicating the possession of a literary degree.

As the commencement of this college year was the
first time the Faculty had required a matriculate ex¬

amination in regard to general education, it would
have been an interesting statistical item if the Secre¬
tary had stated how many of the whole number pre¬
senting themselves, had been rejected for insufficient
literary attainments. After the report of the Secre¬
tary, the degrees were conferred in the usual manner
by the President of the college, Prof. Allen ; and in
addition to the 166 ordinary degrees, an honorary
degree was conferred on Dr. A. L. Justice. A vale¬
dictory address in behalf of the class was given by
Dr. D. S. McArthur, after which the regular docto¬
rate address was delivered by Prof. Norman Bridge,
chiefly on the progress of medicine.
The orchestra discoursed excellent music at suitable

intervals in the progress of the programme, and the
exercises closed with a benediction by Bishop Fal¬
lows.
In the evening the Faculty of the college gave an

elegant banquet to the Alumni and members of the
graduating class in the Grand Pacific Hotel. While
the banqueting was in progress, the exercise was

pleasantly varied by a presentation. Prof. J. Nevins
Hyde, on behalf of President Allen, presented a life
size portrait of the latter to the Faculty and College
Trustees. The gift was accepted for the college by
Prof. H. M. Lyman. The present was in commem¬

oration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of Prof. Allen's
connection with the college as one of the Faculty.

Medical Legislation in Virginia. \p=m-\In a recent
issue of the Journal we noticed with pleasure and
approval the enactment of a law by the Legislature
of Virginia, establishing a State Board ofMedical
Examiners, and requiring all future applicants for
permission to practice medicine in that State to

undergo a satisfactory examination by the State
Board, regardless of college diplomas.
We learn that the same Legislature has now before

it a bill for appropriating an annuity of $7,500 to
one of the medical colleges of the State, on condition
that said college shall give free medical education to
asmany medical students annually as there are mem-
bers of the Legislature (136), each member having
the privilege of naming one student. This bill is
bad in every respect. The idea of appropriating the
public money derived from the taxation of the peo-
ple, to give free professional education to the prote-
ges of a legislative body, is positively vicious. The
true line of justice and sound public policy, in regard
to appropriating public money for educational pur-
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poses, is so clearly stated by a non-medical writer, in
a recent number of the Lynchburg Virginian, that we
copy it entire, as follows :
" Wenotice abili reported in the Senate, to grant

an annuity to the medical school at Richmond, coup¬
led with the condition of free tuition to as many
students as there are members in the General Assem¬
bly.
" In the earnest absorption of the members with

the multifarious work upon their hands, there is un¬
usual danger, at the present time, that proposals of
this kind may pass without the sifting scrutiny they
should receive.
" We are in no sense hostile to the medical col¬

lege ; on the contrary, we desire to see it prosper,
and become a great school of medical science. But
we feel sure, that this measure does not tend to
that result. If the medical college stands in need of
a grant of publicmoney to supply some essential need
which cannot be otherwise attained, let such grant be
made, after careful inquiry into the facts, to see that
the purpose is one which justifies such application ofthe public funds. But we do object, out and out,
to the proposal to make doctors at the expense of the
State treasury. In other words, we hold that there is
no sound principle on which the State should be called
upon to give gratuitous professional education in the
so-called learned professions. Normal schools for
training the teachers of the public school system, stand
on a ground to themselves. They are a preparation of
the public servants for the most efficient discharge oftheir duties to the public, in their office. Not sowith
private professions. A private profession is simply aman's private business, by which he proposes to make
a support for himself and his family. The public
has no concern with it, beyond what it has with any
other form of individual industry. It is, therefore,
a misapplication of public money to give gratuitousprofessional education.
" If free instruction is to be given to young doc¬

tors, why not to young aspirants to the bar?—why
not to clergymen ?—to civil and mining engineers?If professional men of any class are to be furnished
for their special business—equipped for their life work
at State expense, why not have commercial and busi¬
ness colleges for clerks, and so on without end ? The
principle is wrong. Public education can be justifiedonly on the ground that the citizen, by being taughtthe elements of education, is thereby better fitted to
meet and discharge his duties to society as a citizen,in those functions which are common to all citizens.
This reason utterly fails to apply to professions and
professional education. They are special, and indi¬
vidual, by the very terms of the statement—and,therefore, outside of the reason which vindicates pub¬lic school instruction for the masses.
" No one man has any claim on the public to be

furnished with a business, or to be qualified for it,
beyond every other man.
" Gratuitous professional instruction at the public

expense, is, therefore, a violation of common right—
and a misapplication of the public money.
"Besides this, one professional school cannot be

placed in this position, without injury to all the oth¬
ers in the State—all ought to be on the same footing.
"Many other objections occur to us, which we

have not space to develop. The movement seems to¬
us to be wrong in principle ; and in policy highly ob¬
jectionable, for various reasons. We hope the Gen¬
eral Assembly will not think of sanctioning it."

Bidding for Practice and Underbidding. \p=m-\A
correspondent at Charleston, Mo., requests an answer
to the two following questions through the pages of
the Journal :
1st. "Is it professional for a physician to propose

to the authorities of a city or county to do the pau-
per practice of such city or county for a period of
one year for a stated amount ?

"

2d. " If a physician had a contract of the kind
just mentioned, would it be ethical for another to
propose to the authorities for a sum less than the one

having it, he knowing what the other was receiving
for said work ? ' '
While the National Code of Ethics contains no di¬

rect statement or rule regarding what has been called
" contract practice," or offering to attend the sick
poor of a city or county for a specified sum, the Na¬
tional Association has several times taken such action
as would answer both the above questions in the neg¬
ative. Sound principles of ethics, in other words,
correct principles of professional conduct, undoubt¬
edly require that all claims for pecuniary compensa¬
tion should be based on two plain rules, namely, on

the amount and kind of services rendered, and the
rate adopted either by common consent or actual
agreement by the profession practicing in any given
locality. All propositions, either to families, cor¬
porations, city or town authorities, etc., to bestow
ordinary professional services, either on the rich or
the poor, for a specified sum per month or year, are

clearly in violation of those rules. The second ques¬
tion involves so plain a proposition to underbid as to-
leave no doubt of its unprofessional character.

Extra Courses of Instruction. \p=m-\Thestudents.
in the Chicago Medical College are being favored
during the present college term with some valuable
instruction in addition to the usual full curriculum
of that institution. Dr. J. S. Marshall is giving one
lecture per week during all the last half of the col-
legiate year on the diseases and defects of the teeth
and their appendages, which are listened to with
much interest by the students. And Dr. H. J. Det-
mers has just closed a series of four or five lec-
tures on such diseases of domestic animals as are

liable to be communicated to the human species ; in-
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